Living Hope – Equipping Track


Knowing Christ (Key Christian Beliefs)

Introduction

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” John 8:31-32

Purpose – Why Study Key Christian Beliefs?

It is by believing in Jesus that we have eternal life. And it is by living according to his teaching that we are set free. Knowing, believing and living by the truth sets us free!

People hold many strange and conflicting beliefs about the world around them. Some beliefs help people live better lives; many do not. But if we believe that God is the Creator of everything, then we will understand that it is God alone who defines what is real and what is true. Christian beliefs are based on the fact that God has revealed the truth he wants us to know through his special book – the Bible, God’s written word for mankind. If we want to know who God is, who we are, and what God wants of us, we need to study the Bible. Yet Bible study is never an end in itself. The Scriptures always point us to Jesus – it is in knowing, and loving and serving him that we find true life (John 5:39-40).

Being a Christian is about re-discovering the Creator, and entering into a relationship with him; it’s about gaining the promise of a never-ending life where all things are set right; it’s about being transformed now so that we begin to experience in this life something of the goodness and glory to come. And it’s about loving God and learning to serve him with everything we’ve got, thus lining ourselves up with his eternal purposes.

Benefits Of Understanding Christian Beliefs

Understanding key Christian beliefs helps us:

· Love and obey God

· Correct errors in our thinking about life and reality

· Gain a proper perspective on life – its pleasures and pains

· Know what’s important and what’s not

· Align our lives with God’s eternal purpose

· Live a better life now

· Find hope for the future!

	Write out Romans 12:2  
	     

	     

	     

	     


What Are Key Christian Beliefs?

The key Christian beliefs we will look at in this section of the Equipping Track are arranged under the following 11 headings:

	· The Bible
	· Mankind

	· God
	· Salvation

	· The Holy Trinity
	· The Christian life

	· Jesus Christ
	· The Church

	· The Holy Spirit
	· The Future

	· Angels, the Devil and Demons
	


A Christian belief, sometimes called a “doctrine”, can be defined as “What the whole Bible teaches us today about some particular topic” (from Bible Doctrine, page 20). In other words, looking at a key Christian belief gives us an understanding of what God wants us to know about a particular topic.

Where Do We Start?

The whole of this Equipping Track is based on two fundamental assumptions or beliefs:

1. God exists and is the Creator of all things.

2. The whole Bible is God’s word, and it is true. It is his own explanation of how things are, and it is therefore our supreme standard of what’s true.

If you wish to explore these assumptions further it will be necessary to seek out materials additional to this Equipping Track.

Christians throughout the ages have been generally agreed on the central beliefs of the faith. Two historical statements of Christian belief stand out: the Apostle’s Creed (3rd-4th century AD), and the Nicene Creed (325/381 AD). These were written in the early days of the church and are still in use to this day. A copy of these two historic statements is given in the appendix to this section (E7.x1).

Just as there has always been general agreement over core beliefs, there have always been differences of opinion over how those beliefs should be lived out. Many times churches have split and new ones formed, yet the core beliefs remain unchanged. We should be careful not to get bogged down in details that aren’t so important, rather realising that there is scope for differing views about many things because our knowledge as humans is limited.

The Bible itself shows us the right attitude and approach to take:

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” 1 Corinthians 8:1

“…command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God’s work – which is by faith. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”
1 Timothy 1:3-5

In all our studies we must keep in mind the purpose of it all – not to argue over meanings of words, but to know God and live a transformed life!

Paradox Versus Contradiction

In seeking to understand the Bible it is helpful to understand the difference between a paradox and a contradiction. The word ‘paradox’ describes a situation where 2 (or more) statements appear to contradict each other, yet nevertheless, they are both true. Example: There is only one God, but the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are each God. A contradiction is simply 2 (or more) statements that cannot both be true. Example: Jesus died for our sins; Jesus did not die for our sins.

How Should We Study?

Some brief guidelines to help you get the most from studying God’s word:

Study…

· With prayer (Luke 24:25-27)

· With humility and submission (Matthew 11:25-26)

· With reason (Acts 17:17)

· With the help of others (pastors, teachers, mentors, fellow believers; Ephesians 4:11-13)

· With effort and obedience (1 Timothy 4:15-16)

· With thankfulness and praise! (Colossians 3:16)

Don’t be afraid to ask questions or to discuss with others what you are learning.

Remember, the Bible is the Word of God – all other teaching must be tested against it.

“We are free to use our reasoning abilities to draw deductions from any passage of scripture so long as these deductions do not contradict the clear teaching of some other passage of scripture.” Bible Doctrine, page 25.

A Question

Which reason for studying key Christian beliefs is the most important to you?

	     

	     


Recommended Reading

The following short book is highly recommended for anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of Christian beliefs. The author, Wayne Grudem, is research professor of Bible and theology at Phoenix Seminary, Phoenix, Arizona, USA.

Christian Beliefs (20 basics every Christian should know), by Wayne Grudem, 157 pages, IVP, 2005, ISBN: 978-1-84474-088-8.

Information Sources

In addition to the above book (and the Bible itself, of course) the following information sources have been used to help write this section of the Equipping Track:

Bible Doctrine (Essential teachings of the Christian Faith), by Wayne Grudem, IVP,1999, ISBN: 0-85111-594-2.

Know The Truth (A handbook of Christian belief), by Bruce Milne, IVP, 1982, ISBN: 0-85110-707-9.

Evangelical Belief (A explanation of the doctrinal basis of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship), IVP, 1973, ISBN: 0-85110-223-9.

Also see the historic confessions of faith, the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed, included in the appendix to this section (E7.x1).

“The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.”

John 6:63
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